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Modernity of Queer Writing in Taiwanese Novels in the 1990s

LUO Xianyong

(Department of Dramatic and Cinematic Literature of Film Academy, Chongqing University,
Chonggqing 400044, China)

Abstract: Queer writing in Taiwanese novels begins from such writers as Bai Xianyong in 1960s. During 1990s the
new-generation queer writers represented by Qiu Miaojin and Zhu Tianwen adopt an anti-traditional strategic writing
policy and highlight queer’s unique experience. These queer writers abandon the melancholy and self-resentful writing
and explore queer sexuality and gender fluidity in a bold and challenging way. They protest the mainstream of the
society and attack orthodox heterosexuality with a marginalized point of view, trying to find their ego by escaping from
the authoritative center. They protest the center by committing suicide and deconstruct the center through parody.
Through unorthodox queer writing, they intend to break through the rational gender border, exhibit various queer
sexuality and call for gender identity in the feminist position. Their queer writings exhibit the modernity which has been
repressed from the beginning of modern Chinese literature in the 1910s.

Key Words: Taiwanese novel, Bai Xianyong; Qiu Miaojin; Zhu Tianwen; “queer writing”; literary revolution;
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