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National Dream on the Rainbow Island: the Genealogical System
and Politics in Taiwan's Queer Films

HAN Chen QIU Yi-meng
( College of Liberal Arts, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071,China )

Abstract: Since the 1990s, queer-theme films have become a trend in Taiwan and gradually formed a type of "queer films".

Those films challenge the stereotypes of the mainstream conservative politics, creating a queer-film culture featuring both

pioneer and commerciality. Their landscape of the representation of homosexuality meets a spectacle of gaze in a heterosexual-

love centered society. The imagination of a community of "gay heterotopias" cannot break away from the post-colonialism and

the political unconsciousness of Taiwan nationalism, thus falling into a conspiracy with the mainstream narrative which shapes

the Taiwan subject consciousness. Those queer films forms an image of "post-colonial homosexuals in Taiwan" which is still a

projection of the historical pessimism of the Taiwan society struggling with a national identity.

Key words: homosexual/queer subculture; queer films in Taiwan; national allegory; nationalism in Taiwan
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