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Homeland/National Imaginaries,
Temporalities, and Queer Diaspora in
Wu Ji-wen’s Queer Novels

Tseng, Hsiu-Ping’

Abstract

This study argues that Wu Ji-Wen’s two novels Fin-de-siecle Youth Love
Reader (1996) and Galaxy in Ecstasies (1998), unlike other works that depict
Europe and America as queer utopias, embody different queer temporality
and national imagination. Wu’s novels employ the motif of “looking back” to
innovate a new queer narrative, one that differs from the “forward-looking” or
“future-oriented” stance of other queer novels. Through this motif of “looking
back,” the novels are based on the Asian historical and cultural contexts,
incorporating Buddhist concepts of space and time to challenge the structure
of linear time and to create a reflective and transcendental cosmology. Through
analyzing the spatiotemporal concerns of the two novels, this study focuses on
their distinctiveness against the context of queer writing in Taiwan and discusses
the intercultural visions emerge from the novels.

Keywords: male homoerotic tradition, gay, queer novel, queer diaspora, transgender
drifting
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