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Abstract: This paper discusses cross—dressing of male actors in new—trend theatre from the perspective

of gender mythology, Camelli Paglia’s “sex personae”, Jung’s “hermaphroditism” and Judith Butler’s

theory of gender performativity. It analyzes the cross—dressing performers Li Shutong, Ouyang Yuqian and

Ma Jiangshi, as well as the tradition in traditional Chinese opera and Japanese New School Drama. It

goes on to interpret the “social and political significance” of Hong Shen’s abolition of the “cross—

dressing” and how male cross—dressing did not “come to an end” even after Hong Shen had abolished it.
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