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Study of Cross-Dressing Phenomenon and Gender Consciousness from
the Late Qing Dynasty to the Period of the Republic of China

GAO Rong , ZHANG Jing-qiong
(Institute of Textile and Apparel, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: Cross-dressing phenomenon has appeared since ancient times. It has corresponding
characteristics and reasons in different historical stages. As a transition period of modern Chinese society
(from the late Qing Dynasty to the Republic of China), its importance influenced the significant change of
Chinese costume culture. The cross-dressing phenomenon which happened in late Qing Dynasty to the
period of the Republic of China is an important part of the “suit”. This article discusses the cross-dressing
phenomenon from the perspective of “a woman disguised as a man” at that time, and analyses its
psychological causes from the “low-level motivation”, “noble motives” and “stylish motivation”, and tries
to reveal the relationship between the cross-dressing phenomenon and gender consciousness from the late
Qing Dynasty to the period of the republic of China so as to seethe reasons for the formation of
cross-dressing phenomenon at that time through such relationship.

Key words: cross-dressing phenomenon; the late Qing Dynasty; the Republic of China; a woman

disguised as a man; gender consciousness; garment
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