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Study on the Narrative Time and Space Presented in The Painted Veil
and Its Film Adaptation
TANG Mei HU Qin
(School of Foreign Studies, Chizhou University, Chizhou Anhui 247000 )

Abstract: With William Somerset Maugham’s novel, The Painted Veil, and its film adaptation (2006) as the
research texts, and Gerard Genette's as well as Seymour Chatman’s theories of narratology as theoretical support,
this article compares the presentation of time and space in the above two texts from the perspective of story and
discourse, and draws the conclusion that both the novel and the film show the duality of time and space: they both
have adopted narrative time systems different from the original story time system, and present different story space
and discourse space because of the differences in narrative means. Through the analysis, the significance of
studying narratology in the above two different symbolic systems is explored in depth, and the impact of two
different media on narrative time and space as well as the relationship between the change of media and the switch
between story and discourse are carefully examined.
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