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The Social Cognitive Theory of Gender

Development and D ifferentiation
X NG Q iang
(Psychology D gpartment of South-ChinaNomal U niv. , Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: T his article has discussed p sychoanalytic theory, cognitive development theory, gender
schama theory and cial cognitive theory. It is the ocial cognitive theory that best explains gen-
der development and differentiation T he theory integrates p sychological and scio-cultural deter-
minantsw ithin a unified conceptual structure In this theoretical pergective, gender conceptions
and roles are the product of a broad network of cial interaction Human evolution provides bodi-
ly structure and biological potentialities

Key words gender development; cognitive development theory; schama theory; <cial cognitive
theory
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