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Discoveries and Innovations: A Review of 2015-2017 Western
Intercultural Communication Research

Shan Bo, Zhou Xiayu (Wuhan University)

Abstract: The paper analyzes 546 English literatures of intercultural communication from 2015 to 2017. It seems that the
stretch of current intercultural communication research cannot get rid of traditional issues. In a certain sense, the circle of ques-
tions enters in the traditional topics and theoretical framework. Extensive as it is, the intercultural communication research shows
a tendency of involution: (1) Identity research steps in the contextualization of multiple identities. However, it fails to reveal the so-
cial structures which coordinate diversified intercultural contexts; (2) Acculturation research has been refined as well as fixed;(3)
The intercultural competence runs counter to intercultural rationality;(4) Media’s role in intercultural communication research is
trapped into cliché; (5) The language and intercultural communication research is lacking in historical depth. In recent years, re-
searchers have tried to reflect on the drawbacks of traditional intercultural communication researches. They also adjust and re-
fresh the paradigms and perspectives accordingly. The intercultural communication research struggles to absorb non—western in-
gredient on theory, study object and methodology. But the inertia of westernized thinking still dominates researchers. Blind zone
of theory exists in intercultural communication research.

Keywords: intercultural communication; involution; intercultural rationality; westernized thinking
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