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The Significant Form of the Novel of the Novels of the Ming and Qing Dynasty
Xu Jianping

Abstract: The aesthetic concept named “significant form” which bell induced from visual arts such
as painting is consist of three levels of connotation: significance comes from form; the form has the
function of causing moving emotion ; the soul of aesthetic emotion which is significant and worthy to savor
is aesthetic feeling of one’s mind and spirit caused by artwork. The essence of this concept is suitable for
aesthetic analysis of fiction narrative, which is an art of language. This paper uses the concept to
elaborate novels of Ming and Qing dynasty to discover the reason why significant forms emerge in the
fictions. That is because of the narrators’ narrative intention and its intention impetus, and the various
relations between the intention of outer and inner narrators set by narrative intention. These relations form
three levels created by the significant form: attractive, touching, improving and seven styles: antagonistic
significance, personalistic significant, fantastic significance, coincident significance, strange
significance, mysterious significant and poetical significant. The paper focuses on clarifying the
“significant form” of the Ming and Qing novels and formation causes.

Keywords;: Novel in Ming and Qing Dynasty; Narration; Significant Form; Attractive;

Touching; Improving
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