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Conflict and Reconciliation Between Archives and Gender Identity from the
Perspective of Queer Theory

YAN Jing, LIU Yangyang
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Abstract: Queer theory is a representative theory of sex and gender in postmodernism, which mainly refers
to sex and gender as a result of cultural and social construction rather than natural formation. It has become an
important justification for rectification of name of sexual minorities and even all marginal groups. From the
perspective of Queer theory, gender identity has some characteristic like mobility, intersectionality and diversity.
While the historically— recorded attribute, information's relative solidification of archives, and the interaction
between power and right often make the realization of gender identity in archives fall into a dilemma. From the
perspective of Queer theory, on the one hand, the conflict between archives and gender identity is manifested in
the relationship between the solidified archives and the flowing gender identity, strengthening understanding or
deepening the barriers, the different functions of power and rights on gender identity in archives. On the other
hand, the archives provide an integration and normalization mechanism for gender identity, which contributes to
the positive reshaping of individual and group gender image and the realization of gender identity.
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