
Helping LGBTQA people 
of faith live authentically 
and with pride
Marking one year since Victoria’s Change or 
Suppression (Conversion) Practices Prohibition 
Act 2021 came into effect, we’ve released a short 
explainer animation and a suite of factsheets to help 
the community understand this landmark law and 
affirm that faith and LGBTQA identity can coexist. 

We’d love your help to share these resources 
with your networks. 

STAKEHOLDER KIT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MTIvNbMdu4


About the resources

Animated explainer

Our short animation explains the 
Change or Suppression Act and provides 
assurance to communities that the main 
reason this law exists is to minimise harm 
to LGBTQA people.

This three-minute animation clarifies that:

• there’s nothing wrong or unnatural with 
being heterosexual or straight, or with 
being lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer or asexual

• people can still be a person of faith – or 
not, whichever they prefer

• trying to change or hide someone’s 
sexuality or gender identity is deeply 
harmful and it does not work

• Victoria has a law against these practices.

Translated factsheets

These plain-language factsheets outline 
the Act’s purpose and intent, define what 
change or suppression practices are, and 
provide information about reporting such 
practices.

The factsheets are now available in a range 
of languages:

• Chinese (Simplified)
• Chinese (Traditional)
• Farsi
• Hindi
• Thai

 
We’ll be adding further translations shortly:

• Amharic
• Arabic
• Dinka
• Korean
• Nuer
• Oromo

• Punjabi
• Somali
• Tigrinya
• Urdu
• Vietnamese

DOWNLOAD THE FACTSHEETS

https://www.humanrights.vic.
gov.au/change-or-suppression-
practices/about-the-csp-act/

SHARE THE EXPLAINER

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_MTIvNbMdu4 

 المعتقدات الدينية  آمنة لأصحاب ضمان ملاذات

أو هويتهم الجندريةحماية أصحاب المعتقدات الدينية من الأذى بسبب توجههم الجنساني الفعلي أو المحتمل 

التحدث عن التوجه الجنساني والهوية الجندرية في الجاليات الدينية يمكن أن يكون أمرًا تشوبه الصعوبات.  إلا أن الدراسات العلمية تبين أن 

الأشخاص متنوعي الجنس أو المتحررين جنسيا أو المتحولين جنسيا قد يتعرضوا لأذىً جسيم إذا لم يشعروا بتعضيد جالياتهم الدينية لهم. 

دخل قانون جديد حيز التنفيذ في ولاية فيكتوريا في عام 2022 - وهو قانون حظر ممارسات التغيير أو القمع )التحويل( لعام 2021 - الذي يمنع 

المحاولات الرامية إلى تغيير توجه الأشخاص الجنسانية أو هويتهم الجندرية أو قمعهما. فالإقرار بالأشخاص المتحررين أو المتحولين جنسيا أو 

ما هي ممارسات التغيير أو القمع?متنوعي الجنس أمر ضروري لصحتهم ورفاههم. 

وقد تشمل من ضمنها: تعرف هذه الممارسات أحيانا باسم "العلاج التحويلي" وهي أنشطة تحاول تغيير توجه الأشخاص الجنسانية أو هويتهم الجندرية أو إخفائها. 
تعاليم 	

إرشاد 	

	 

نشاطات الرعاية الروحية

	 

تدخلات نفسية أو طبية أخرى. 

وأساس هذه الممارسات ادعاء خاطئ وضار بأن الأشخاص المتحررين أو المتحولين جنسيا أو متنوعي الجنس بهم عيب أو خلل ما. 

احتمال الانتحار.  وهناك ما يدل على أن هذه الممارسات تتسبب في أذىً بالغ ومحنة نفسية مستمرة ومشاكل صحية على المدى الطويل، بل وقد تزيد من 
أي من الممارسات مخالف للقانون?

بدءاً من فبراير/شباط 2022 تم حظر ممارسات التحويل أو القمع في فيكتوريا. ويعُرّف القانون هذه الممارسات كالتالي:

أو قمعها بموافقتهم أو دونها الجنساني أو هويتهم الجندرية  بهدف تحويل توجههم 
 ممارسة  أو هويتهم الجندرية  توجههم الجنساني على أساس

 يستهدف شخصًا أو سلوك
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Ensure 
safe spaces 
for faith
Protect the free expression of sexual orientation and 
gender identity by preventing practices which harm 
queer, trans or gender-diverse people 
Love, safety and acceptance are central to all faith communities. Yet some communities have 
left queer, trans or gender-diverse people feeling excluded. Research tells us that people are at 
greater risk of mental and physical harm when not supported by their faith communities.

In response to this, Victoria has passed a new law. This law bans any attempts to change or 
suppress a person’s expression of sexuality or gender.

Affirming queer, trans and gender-diverse people is essential for their health and wellbeing. 

Identify change or suppression practices
This is any activity that tries to change or hide a person’s sexuality or gender identity. Previously 
these practices have been referred to as forms of ‘conversion therapy’. These practices may 
attempt to intervene through education, counselling or through medical procedures.

Evidence shows that these practices cause ongoing trauma and long-term health issues. They 
also increase the risk of suicide and self-harm.

Queer, trans and gender-diverse people have a right to feel safe everywhere, including in faith 
communities. This law, which protects people against change or suppression practices, affirms 
this.

Understand the new law
Since February 2022, Victoria has banned change or suppression practices. The legal definition 
for these banned practices is:

The new law criminalises practices that cause injury or serious injury. This covers:

For the 
purpose of 

changing or 
suppressing their 

sexual orientation or 
gender identity, with 

or without their 
consent.

On the basis 
of their 

sexual orientation 
or gender identity

A practice or  
conduct directed 
towards a person

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MTIvNbMdu4
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/change-or-suppression-practices/about-the-csp-act/
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/change-or-suppression-practices/about-the-csp-act/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MTIvNbMdu4


Share with your network
Sample newsletter item

The Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission 
has released a short animated explainer that affirms that LGBTQA 
people of faith can live authentically and with pride in Victoria.

There’s nothing wrong with being heterosexual or straight, or 
with being lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer or asexual. 
All of these are perfectly natural.

However, there are those who believe that being LGBTQA is an 
illness, a choice or a disorder. They believe that being LGBTQA 
can be changed or hidden. Doing this is deeply harmful, and it 
does not work. Victoria has a law against these practices.

Australian and international research has repeatedly shown that 
efforts to change or suppress someone’s sexual orientation or 
gender identity are both harmful and ineffective. Survivors speak 
of deep grief and profound loss because of their experiences, 
which often have long-term impacts on their lives and 
relationships.

Watch the animated explainer: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MTIvNbMdu4

Sample social media posts
EXAMPLE 1

Watch this short animation from @veohrc to understand how LGBTQA people of faith can live 
authentically and with pride in Victoria. Some people believe that being LGBTQA is an illness, a 
choice, or a disorder. They believe that being LGBTQA can be changed or hidden. Doing this is 
deeply harmful – and it does not work. Victoria has a law against these practices.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MTIvNbMdu4

EXAMPLE 2

Talking about sexual orientation and gender identity can be complex for faith communities. 
But when people who are queer, trans or gender-diverse don’t feel supported by their faith 
communities, research tells us that they may experience significant harm. @veohrc has produced 
factsheets in multiple languages on Victoria’s landmark Change or Suppression (Conversion) 
Practices Prohibition Act 2021 – which bans attempts to change or suppress a person’s sexual 
orientation or gender identity. Affirming queer, trans and gender-diverse people is essential for 
their health and wellbeing. 

Download the factsheets here:  
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/change-or-suppression-practices/about-the-csp-act/



Find out more online
humanrights.vic.gov.au/ 
change-or-suppression-practices/

https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/change-or-suppression-practices/

