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Activities 2021-2022

1. Violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity are never
justified and must be prevented, prosecuted and punished and, if relevant, be at the base of
measures of reparation.

2. Since his last report to the Human Rights Council in 2021, and given the continued
challenges created by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, which affects populations and
communities around the world very differently, the Independent Expert made efforts to
maintain his virtual presence while steadily retaking in-person activities. Many events and
activities were organized under hybrid formats, allowing for the engagement of a wider range
of stakeholders.

3. The Independent Expert organized seven virtual events in English or Spanish,
including some with French or Portuguese interpretation, to increase the visibility of all areas
of his work. Some of the events addressed topics in focus during the year, namely the Reports
on Gender, while many others continued threads of work initiated previously, such as the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on LGBT persons, practices of “conversion therapy”, and
social inclusion. These events brought together thousands of participants from all regions of
the world. One of the new initiatives was the campaign “Diversity in Adversity”, in
partnership with the Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders. The launch of the initiative had a record attendance of more than 300 simultaneous
live viewers.

4. In June and October 2021, the Independent Expert participated in hybrid interactive
dialogues with the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly. Throughout the year,
he also maintained virtual contact with representatives of United Nations entities,
international organizations, civil society organizations and business leaders. At the regional
level, activities were carried out with the OAS and its LGBTI Core Group, the IACHR, and
the Council of Europe and European institutions. Dozens of bilateral exchanges with
representatives of Member States were also held.

5. The gradual return of in-person activities allowed for the Independent Expert to
resume the work programme contingent on travels. During the period, he undertook a country
visit to Tunisia as well as promotional and advisory visits to Copenhagen, Honduras, El
Salvador and Guatemala.

6. The work on practices of “conversion therapy” continued to provide an example of
the manner in which the mandate hopes to add value to ongoing efforts at the domestic level.
Since the publication of the mandate’s report on the issue, several countries have introduced
legislation to ban practices of conversion. The mandate was engaged with parliamentary
commissions working on the issue in Canada and France, which have both concluded the
process of adopting prohibitive legislation. Since May 2021, other countries have introduced
administrative or professional directives against the practice, such as Chile and India, while
New Zealand has criminalized attempts to change sexual orientation or gender identity of
anyone under 18. Several other countries are still actively working on introducing bans, such
as Denmark, Finland, Ireland and Norway.

7. Since May 2021, the Independent Expert attended official hearings with public agents
from multiple States’ legislative and executive branches to advise on legislation and policy
in topics related to sexual orientation and gender identity. Some of the entities that were in
dialogue with the Expert were the Parliament of Ghana, the House of Commons of the United
Kingdom, the Ministry of Interior of Uruguay, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica,
and the Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination of the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe; among others.

8. At the invitation of United Nations leadership, OHCHR, the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Joint United Nations Programme
on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World
Bank and other multilateral development banks and the Commonwealth Secretariat (often in
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partnership with Governments, Parliaments, academia, and civil society partners), the
Independent Expert took part in 12 meetings and events covering key issues related to sexual
orientation and gender identity.

9. Between 1 May 2021 and 30 April 2022, at the invitation of Member States,
government representatives, academia, and CSOs, the Independent Expert participated in 41
panels and presentations during which he engaged with hundreds of stakeholders from all
corners of the world.

10.  During the reporting period, the Independent Expert gave more than 40 in-depth
interviews for television, radio and print media. He also issued essays, video messages, and
op-eds, and developed an active social media presence. Available data shows that the
mandate has built an audience across different regions of the world. He also issued 16
individual or joint official press releases and media statements, including on the situation of
forcibly displaced LGBT persons and one thematic statement on the connections between
right to freedom of religion and belief and right to live free from violence and discrimination
based on sexual orientation and gender identity, on the occasion of the 2021 International
Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia, which was joined by a group of over
100 United Nations and regional independent experts.

11.  The Independent Expert sent 21 communications in which allegations of human rights
violations in relation to sexual orientation and gender identity were raised with other Special
Procedures and/or by which he sought to provide technical advice on legislation and policies.
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