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Our Statement

Translator: Chris Ma

We are Lala(LBT); we are not dissoluble under

the umbrellas of "women", "gay", "homosexuality".

We are queer; we are not content with the
binarism of gay/straight, men/women, normal/
pervert. We seek diverse narratives that speak to
the complexity of the world, and we seek a more
diverse reality.

We are activists; with many others, we
are committed to the gender/sexuality identity
activism in China. The experience of changing
convinces us that a change in mind is the ultimate
pursuit in activism.

We are narrators; we believe in the power of
words.

To start a virtual magazine, Queer Lala
Times, in China today, we face more than one
challenges.

® First, the LGBTQ movement has enjoyed
some payoffs: after more than a decade, we have
witnessed a large boost in terms of social visibility
and public awareness; the living situations for gay
men and women who lives well off in the urban
area have improved. This is, however, not enough
for everyone. The lack of legal recognition, the
fear and pressure that many LGBTQ people feel
in their life, the lack of help needed still make life
barely livable for many LGBTQ people; to make
it worse, the public sphere cannot provide the
conditions for robust politics and activism, and
discrimination towards queer people and towards
women always go unquestioned in the public.

@® Second, though set off to pursue equality,
the LGBTQ movement is not immune to the
intra-community inequality. The lack of gender
awareness, the socio-economic class division, the
monotony of ideas, and the assimilation into the
mainstream ideology are some of the problems
that we all face. The rainbow-colored diversity
in the LGBTQ community deserves careful
representations and equal respect, but it is forced
into shadow, monotonously represented and
assimilated.

® Third, China is witnessing a vigorous
development of civil society; what shall we, the
gender/sexuality identity activism, do to participate
in this development and foster a productive way
of dialogue and cooperation with other activism?
How shall we respond to the local reality in the
face of globalization?

These questions are not answered by us -
and we are precisely against a unified answer.
We encourage and foster reflection, critiques and
representation of all possibilities and all aspects of
our gender and sexuality reality. We invite you -
regardless of gender and/or sexuality - to join our
discussion, narration, and listening. We wish for a
coalition based on mutual understanding, instead
of a joining together that eliminates everyone's
particularity. We believe that the meaning of
gender and sexuality activism is not merely found
in the struggle for equality, important as it is, but
to challenge and change the current structure and
imagination of sex and sexuality. This is a change
that will ultimately reach all, but it only starts from
our challenge to ourselves.
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